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UTTLESFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL LOCAL HIGHWAYS PANEL 
MINUTES – 17 JUNE 2019 18:30 HRS

UDC COUNCIL OFFICES, LONDON ROAD, SAFFRON WALDEN

Chairman:

Panel Members:

Also Present:

Officers:

Secretariat:

Councillor Susan Barker (ECC Member) –for Councillor Simon 
Walsh (ECC Member)

Councillors John Moran (ECC Member, Ray Gooding (ECC 
Member), Heather Asker (UDC Member), Rod Jones (UDC 
Member), and Geoffrey Sell (UDC Member). 

Councillor Deryk Eke (UDC Member) – Substituting for 
Councillor Heather Asker.  Danielle Frost – Great Dunmow 
Town Council

Essex Highways – Rissa Long, Highway Liaison Officer
Jeremy Pine - Planning Policy/Development Management 
Liaison Office 

Anna Mawson – UDC Democratic Services Officer

Item Owner
1. Welcome and Introductions:

The Chairman welcomed the Panel and introductions were made. 

2. Apologies for Absence and Declarations of interest:

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Asker and 
Walsh.  Cllr Eke was in attendance substituting for Cllr Asker. 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting: 

Minutes of meeting held on 25th March 2019 were agreed as correct 
record.

4. Matters Arising from Minutes of the previous meeting:

In relation to page 6 of the minutes of 25/03/19 where Councillor 
Asker asked about the HGV movements through Saffron Walden. 
Councillor Eke said that a new Saffron Walden Traffic Assessment 
was required.  The Highway Liaison Officer reiterated the information 
from the last meeting that this was more of a major project and too 
strategic for the Local Highways Panel.  

Councillor Moran agreed that it fell outside the remit of the LHP and 
suggested that with the forming of the new administration that a 
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meeting would be convened outside of the LHP further discussions.

The Highway Liaison Officer confirmed that David Sprunt would be 
coming to talk with Saffron Walden councillors about the plan. 

The Chairman confirmed that this was not within the gift of the LHP 
and gave a brief overview for the new members of what the LHP 
does. 

5. Public Questions (10 minutes):

John Spencer from Thaxted Parish Council and Chairman of PC 
Highways and Planning. 

Requests had been made to extend speed limits towards Walden 
Road on the Sampford Road, and the other end of the town on 
Bolford Street and he asked for an update.

The Highway Liaison Officer advised that when schemes are agreed 
they are agreed for that current financial year.  It is not known when 
something will be delivered within that year, until the engineers start 
the design work.  Both schemes had been funded and the estimated 
completion was quarter three. 

The Highway Liaison Officer advised that when speed limits were 
done that the legal work and design was done at the end of the first 
financial year, and in the following year subject to the LHP approval 
the installation is then funded. 

Councillor Martin Foley spoke about Copthall Lane/Weaverhead 
Lane, and the ditches that run alongside, he said that he and some 
volunteers had tried to clear the ditches due to the flooding that the 
area experiences. He said that there is an urgent need for hedge 
cutting along Copthall Land and gully clearing.

The Chairman advised Councillor Foley to contact the County 
Councillor for the area.

The Highway Liaison Officer said that this may also be able to be 
completed using the Ranger’s service, and to use the online 
reporting tool. 

Councillor Foley raised that he would like it noted that there was an 
issue with the lighting in the area; he said that there were many 
lights out in dangerous areas which had not been resolved by the 
contractor (UK Power Networks).

The Chairman advised that ECC were in the process of replacing all 
the sodium bulbs with LED bulbs.  If there were a number of areas 
where there were a number of bulbs out then the Chairman advised 
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Councillor Foley to contact her and Councillor Moran.  Single bulbs 
would not be prioritised unless in a particularly dangerous or 
strategic location. 

Robert Mackley Chairman of the Great Canfield PC spoke about 
Bacon End and the problems that are continuous with the single 
track road, linking the B184 and the Dunmow West Junction of the 
A120.

Bacon End is a small hamlet with less than 30 houses.  The 
concerns raised were:

1. Speed, a restriction on speed has been requested previously 
but the advice was that the area doesn’t meet the criteria.  

2. Satellite Navigation; if someone puts ‘quickest route’ in to the 
satellite navigation devices then the route is taken through 
Bacon End, which is a single track road; this has caused 
issues with any vehicles larger than a car.  

Mr Mackley said that if there was a speed restriction in place that the 
Sat Nav systems may not pick that route as the ‘fastest route’.

Mr Mackley also raised concerns about potential planning 
applications future impacts on the area although no permissions had 
yet been granted. 

It was advised that due to the increased traffic the road surface was 
deteriorating, there was also a ford which was contributing by 
washing away the loose surface when it flooded.  It was noted that 
over the last five years or so there had been a marked increase in 
the size and weight of the vehicles that were using the roads through 
Bacon End.

The Chairman said that she was well aware of the road. She asked 
The Highway Liaison Officer if it could be placed on the list to see 
what could be done.

The Highway Liaison Officer said that it was last looked at a number 
of years ago and that the best they could hope for was a 40MPH in 
line with the policy, the traffic survey at the time identified that traffic 
was travelling under that limit therefore installing a 40MPH restriction 
would be ineffective.  

The Highway Liaison Officer said that she would be happy to 
reinvestigate.

Ray Woodcock, resident of Stansted Mountfitchet spoke to the 
Committee about the safety of pedestrians at the area of a mini 
roundabout on the B1051 (Lower Street) at the junction with Church 
Road and the access to the Lower Street carpark. 

The Committee discussed various aspects of the location and 
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concluded that Councillors Sell and Gooding would progress the 
issues over land ownership and feedback to The Highway Liaison 
Officer. There was also discussion about litigation over the crossing 
in the section 278 agreement from the developer.

Peter Riding, Chairmanman Castle Street Residents’ 
Association, Saffron Walden spoke about the dangers to 
pedestrians of vehicles turning right from Castle Street onto Museum 
Street, especially children walking to St Mary’s. 

The Committee discussed the local signage, road layout and 
enforcement. 

The Chairman agreed to put it on the list of schemes to be looked at 
and asked The Highway Liaison Officer to resurrect the validation 
report from the last time the area was looked at.

6. Update 
Overview of Map Essex and Panel Future

The Highway Liaison Officer took the Committee through the use of 
the Map Essex tools which can be accessed via this link;

https://www.essexhighways.org/transport-and-roads.aspx

https://www.essexhighways.org/transport-and-roads/interactive-
maps-and-live-travel-information/Highways-Information-Map.aspx 

Direct Delivery 18/19 Success

The Highway Liaison Officer delivered a presentation which has 
been appended to these minutes.

https://www.essexhighways.org/transport-and-roads.aspx
https://www.essexhighways.org/transport-and-roads/interactive-maps-and-live-travel-information/Highways-Information-Map.aspx
https://www.essexhighways.org/transport-and-roads/interactive-maps-and-live-travel-information/Highways-Information-Map.aspx
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7. Report on Funded Schemes 2019/20 

The Highway Liaison Officer said that of the funded schemes there 
was only one outstanding.

The Highway Liaison Officer advised that there was £16k left 
available to allocate. 

8. Report on Schemes Awaiting Funding

Members agreed to fund the schemes below:

The following scheme was agreed as a provisional project should 
further budget become available.

Members agreed that a report should be prepared for the Cabinet 
Member for Highways to consider LUTT182041 (VAS on Chelmsford 
Road, Gt Dunmow) which is currently outside of policy.

Scheme name Description Cost Code Allocated 
budget

Dunmow Road, 
Great Easton

Design and legal 
elements for extension 
to 40mph speed limit

LUTT182018 £7,000

Museum Street, 
Saffron Walden

Installation of junction 
markings LUTT182038 £5,000

Scheme name Description Cost Code Allocated 
budget

Silver Street, 
Stansted

Design and installation 
of gateway signage for 
Stansted

LUTT172044 £6,500

9. Report on Revenue Spend (electronically only, appended to 
minutes)
 Rangers
 Traffic Surveys
 VAS Maintenance

10. Report on S106  (electronically only, appended to minutes) 

11. AOB 

None discussed.
12. DTNM Monday 16th September – 6pm


